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It may be stated as a general rale
said Prof Leonhard Stjneger of the
Smithsonian Institution that our poi ¬

sonous snakes are decreasing rapidly in

numbers and that consequently the dan-

ger
¬

from their bites is constantly dimin-

ishing
¬

In many localities where rattle-

snakes

¬

were formerly numerous they

hae now become entirely exterminated
while In others they are extremely raie
The causes that have led to this are

but the commorest cause is un-

doubtedly
¬

the Increasing cultivation of tho
country In other plates the decrease In
the number of the snakes can be traced
directly to their being killed ofT by the
hog an animal certainly not proof
against the venom If it enters their circu-

lation
¬

but usually well protected by its
fat which is in most cases sufficiently
thick to prevent the fangs of the serpent
from penetrating the underlying tissues
On the other hand there are localities in
which certain species of poisonous snakes
have actually increased

Dr II H Behr of the California Acad ¬

emy of Science attributes the Increase in
the number of rattlesnakes in some local-

ities
¬

not far from San Francisco to the
killing off of the enemies of the snake
notably birds of prey and other snakes
while Mr Hunter of the St Louis Acad-

emy
¬

of Science reports a similar in-

crease
¬

in Western Illinois as due to the
recent stock law compelling swine to be
penned up

CnuiillmllHiii of the Trihe
The poisonous snakes have a great

many natural enemies which Keep them

in check but there does not seem to exist
In this country any animal which makes
a specialty of the business and Is partic-
ularly

¬

adapted for It with the exception
of some of the harmless snakes The
blood of all serpents even the most harm-
less

¬

is impregnated with venom which
renders them Immune to the bites of other
snakes and many instances are known
where non venomous serpents have killed
and eaten deadl snakes Among the most
renowned enemies of the rattlesnake is
the common king snake and the rem-

nants
¬

of poisonous snakes arc often
found In the stomachs of olhpr species
Hence it seems the harmless variety
should not only be spared but protected
as they rank among the best friends of
the farmer and the gardener

For over a mile along both banks of the
stream Just below the Klamath Falls the
snakes swarm in countless wriggling hosts
They arc harmless water snakes and are
regarded by the inhabitants as benefactors
for twenty miles south of the town of Kla-

math
¬

deadly rattlesnakes are almost as
numerous as water snakes at the falls
There is a great vital enmity between the
two specie and the water snakes kill off
the Yaitlers in great numbers thus becom-
ing

¬

actual protectors of the inhabitants in
that region The lowest estimate places
the number of reptiles In this locality as
1T00000 to the mile

Premium for MnuKhler
It is occasionally suggested that a prem-

ium

¬

per head or rattle be paid by the
Government for the extermination of the
dangerous snakes but it has been shosn
that there-- are but tew localities In the
United States in which the really danger ¬

ous species are numerous enough to render
even an experiment with bounty desirable
It has been tried and is still In vogue in
India wterc large sums are paid annually
to snake destroyers but withojt sensibly
diminishing the fearful mortality resulting
from snake bites In that eountry Even In
the little Islam of Martinique It appears to
have had little effect In decreasing tte
number of the deadly
probabl the most dangerous of all ser-
pents

¬

while It undoubtedly led to an in-

crease
¬

In the death roll of the popuatlon
The inhabitants of Martinique have tried
various means of ridding themselves of ths
presence of this dreadful repile They
tried the bog so redoubtable In the case of
the rattlesnake with the salt of great
mortality among the hogs Their last ex-

periment
¬

was the Importation of a number
of that little ferret like animal from the
East Indies called the mongocse which
successfully combats the deady cobra bit
as a traveler observes the attack of tie
cobra is one thing and that of the

wnich wastes no time fooling about
on end but lets out at once quite an-

other
¬

and so the mongooe has taken
no active steps toward the extermination
of the

The Ipcr Innill In ietiernl
A description of the general characteris ¬

tics of this serpent may be taken as tvpi
cal of the entire viper family In which
ere included all the American snakes with
the cxceptlcn of the corals

The fangs of the vipers are attached to
the fore end of what may be termed the
Jaw bone or maxillary In the hollow of
which is contained the poison sac the con ¬

tents of which are emitted through a
hollow or groove in the fangs At right
angles to the maxillary and attached to
the palates by means of certain muscles Is
a narrow bone called the transpalatine
The fangs lie normally flat back against
the palate but when the snake strikes a
contraction of the muscles of the trans
palatine puhes the latter against the
maxillary which being movable reTOlves
through about a quarter of a circle carrv
lng thcifangs with it until they are erected
perpendicularly to the roof of the mouth
It has been recently shown that the erec ¬

tion of the fangs Is not a necessary conse-
quence

¬

of the opening of the mouth al-

though
¬

most authorities who have hitherto
written upon the subject have so stated
In the case of the the reptile
lies In coll using Its tall as a point dap
pul and with the forepart of Its body
bent back upon Itself in several coils thus
resembling the rattlesnake Suddenly It
thoots forward its head with the rapidity
of lightning throwing open Its Jaws at an
angle of 150 degrees and thus It Is Eeen
that the fangs which are erected till they
ere at right angles to the jaw must point
straight at the object of attack and that
If this object lies an where In the line be-

tween
¬

the commencement and completion
of the Jirust it is bound to be struck fair-
ly

¬

b the points especially as the venom
Injecting snap Is not made until the vic ¬

tim is struck or the thrust completed
The only American snake which belongs

to the elaplne family the other great group
of poisonous serpents Is the coral a
denizen of the Gulf States One of the
main distinctions between this group and
the vipers lies In the fact that the maxil-
lary

¬

Is practically Immovable and the
fangs In consequence permanently erect
so that the Enakc strikes In a more or less
pronounced curve and snaps at the object
of attack Unless this snap Is made pre-
cisely

¬

at the right moment the points of
tho fangs will not meet and no poison will
be Injected The snapping of the jaws
Is necessary for the Injection of tho venom
with both the vipers and elapines and so
forcibly is the act sometimes performed
that the snakes fang has been found
broken off In the wound In the reptiles
attempt to extricate Its jaws from the
flesh

Tho elapines mode of attack Is less di ¬

rect than that of the vipers and depends
In great measure upon the reptiles aim
which is not always accurate It was prob-
ably

¬

the c eire clumsiness of Ibe toral
snake In king Its intended prey that
led until very recently to the belief that
It was perfectly harmless It was only
after a remarkably successful achievement
lo this line in which the snakes victim
died within an bour that the coral snake
caaie under close scientific icrutlny and

it was found that Its poison is Identical
with that of the Indian cobra This poison
Is the main constituent of the venom of
all the elapines nlwajs mixed however
with a certain amount of cotorous venom
The poison of the vipers Is mainly com
posed of a cotorous venom with more or
les admixture of the cobra constituent
The cobra and rattlesnake are selected as
tpical specimens of the clapine and viper
families in regard to their poison as the
cobra contains least admixture of the
viper or cotorous venom aud vice versa
The effect of these two poisons is distinct-
ly

¬

different the cobra teaom affecting the
entire system rcachisg the nervous or
motor centres with extreme rapiditj and
leaving only a slight scar to mark the
wound while the viper poison acts chielly
bv causing mortification of the part bit-

ten

¬

which may spread vith more or Ies3
lapidity over the entire bod or may only
lesult In a local affection

The rimer of MesmerlMii
Snake venom in its most virulent forir

Is only modified saliva doubtless convert-
ed

¬

by nature into a specific poison as
much for the purpose of enabling the an-

imal

¬

to procure food as for a weaLin of
defence The fact that the blood ol the
reptile is impregnated with an antidote
which enables its to safely devour its
poisoned prey seems to render this suppo-

sition
¬

probable Another remarkable gift
which nature seems to have bestowed
upou certain varieties of snakes is the
power of fascinating or mesmerizing their
victims Although this may appear a
rather fanciful idea some very distin ¬

guished scientists of the present day are
inclined to admit tKat there Is some
truth In It and there are cases upon c-ord

which can scarcely be explained In any
other way

The African traveler Paul Du Qhalllu
relates a story of an occurrence which
came under his observation in equatorial
Africa He was a fever convalescent at
the time and lay upon his sick couch un¬

der the shadow of a tiee Gazing up into
the branches with the idle but exquisitely
refined senses of a convalescent he dis-

cerned
¬

a hideous black snake lying in a
coll upon one of the branches and at a
little distance a bird was perched im-

movable
¬

gazing Into the bead eye of tho
loathsome reptile The snake and his In¬

tended victim remained thus for a consid ¬

erable period to the utter wonder of Du
Challlu who with agonizing expectation
was waiting for the bird to 11 He found
himself too weak to utter a cry of warn-
ing

¬

and before his horror stricken eyes
the serpent monster leisurely despatched
the unfortunate little bird Whether this
was an instance of fright upon the part of
the bird or the faculty of mesmerism in
the snake is left to conjecture Similar
cases have been reported In this country
upon reliable evidence and the question
will probably alwajs remain an enigma
as science has procured no means of solv-

ing
¬

such problems
A remarkable feature of the greater part

of poisonous snakes In this country by
means or which they are readily distin ¬

guished from the non poisonous varieties
Is a deep pit or hole found In the rattle-
snakes

¬

and their nearest relations on the
side of the face Between the nostril and
eye This feature has led to the

of the rattlesnake moccrsins
copperheads etc into pit vipers The

pit or cavity sinks deep into he
maxillary bone and represents a blind
sac lined with epidermis which not being
connected with any of the other cavities
cr organs In the head by any Inside open-

ing
¬

or canal forms another Interesting
puzzle for scientists

When the earlier zoologists came to ex-

amine
¬

this peculiar structure they of
course tried to Identify it with other or-

gans
¬

already known some hinting at the
closed nostrils of the fiBhes while others
pointed out its similarity In position at
least fo the tear sacs of the deer It
was urged also that It might have some
connection with the poison apparatus It
was plain however even to those propos-

ing
¬

these explanations that they were not
the true solution of the question and so
most authors have been satisfied with a
reference to the pits as mysterious

The existence of a sixth senBe how
ever has latelj been satisfactorily proved
in some animals as the lateral line in
fishes and while In the care of the pit
viper the purpose of such an organ has
not been determined It is now the general
opinion among scientists that the pit or
cavit indicates Its presence as in nature
there is nothing in vain One of the most
dangerous of these pit vipers is the water
moccasin of which It has been said that
it is one of those creatures naturally of
a savage disposition that become tame and
even amiable in captivity That It Is nat-

urally
¬

savage may be gathered from the
fact that a specimen recently captured and
confined strikes at everything that is put
into its cage sometimes even in the ex ¬

cess of its rage biting Itself which bes ¬

ever has pot the slightest 111 effect upon
Its health When an attempt was made
to place It in a favorable position for tak-

ing
¬

Its photograph the reptile struck at
the keepers rod again and again and It
was found necessarj tp desiBt from further
efforts for fear the snake would Injure Its
mouth in its fury The water moccasin
which Is an inhabitant of the Southeastern
States feeds principally on fishes It must
not be confounded with the true moccasin
an Innocuous snake which It somewhat
resembles and whose only bad trait is a
propensity to devour its mate should both
happen to be imprisoned together in the
same cage In fact ajl serpents are can-

nibals
¬

and cases are known where two
have commenced --to devour each other
starting from opposite ends and when
meeting In the cenire--etll- l continuing the
meal with the inevitable result however
that one of the eaters was devoured by the
other

The Coiinerhenil iieelen
The only member of the pub viper tribe

which is found in this section of the coun

tr is the copperhead sotrtj of the most
notable specimens now In the National
Museum having boenobtatriod In the Im-

mediate
¬

viclnlti Washington One was
found in the grounds 01 tne iovernmi ui
Hospital for the Inrane vchlch exhibits
very marked differences In color from any
so far obtained The colors of the cop-

perhead
¬

however are known to vary ac-

cording
¬

to Its age and the locality which
it inhabits Jit Is said to be the handsomest
of snakes

As nature exhibits no strict line of de ¬

marcation between any of her creations
but rather merges the different species
Into each other through lnlermed ao tjpea
so the distinction between the poisonous
and non poisonous snakes cannot bo specifi-
cally

¬

stated There are numbers of snakes
whose bite may prove dangerous and even
fatal to man but which nevertheless do
not possess any poison apparatus and there
are others who possess the poison appara-
tus

¬

but whose bite is enly fatal to the
smaller animals Whether In the case of
the former the saliva is Infected with those
poisonous bacteria which may render the
bite of a dog horse cat fly or even man
himself dangerous and even fatal or
whether it Is owing to the condition of the
blood of the person bitten will remain an
enigma but It Is undoubtedly true that
fatal results have resulted from the bite of
a solid fanged snake Ths truth is so little
comparatively Is known of the reptiles even
by scientists that it would fill a volume
were one to attempt the various unsettled
questions concerning them It Is sufficient
to say that they are now as the have
been from the very creation of man the
subject of considerable doubt and not a
little dread

Lon rlng
In city wall where lhity bids me alay

I lorg for woodland paths sweet breath of

pine
To see again ttir distant dazzling line

0 tlerdcr nd ahore I know today
How fair must lit the lea tar far away

On whoee broad brcaat the eun wrought eap
phirui eblne

And aparkle In the wind that breathes of wins
low ahafts ot gold and shifting ehaduwa play

ltenealh cool groves that nng a slumber song
And clear bird note are Urgluia through and

through
The peaceful heart ff silence All I loiar
cr friend fira that bruah against the blur
And etch still tiiirht to null the warrior alar
Review the vaat prucettaon of atari

Herbert Baahford in East and West
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GLORIES OF CELTIC ART

A Jleasurcfitr Di inyhis Irelands
Ancient iriiitleiir

Hciiroriuetion of Iteetirdit nml Vlnnn

eriitM Itelntlnur to fnelle Iltern
tme to He eetiretl for a Proponed
11 11 sen 111 nt the Intholle Inlverltj
Of lutercM to ehn1iirM I2v er vv here

There is proposed as an addition to the
chair of Gaelic languages in the Catholic
University now filled by Dr Richard
Henebra a museum devoted to the re-

ception

¬

of an archaeological collection re-

lating
¬

to the earl prehistoric ages of Ire-

land

¬

In addition to a more complete II

brar pertaining to the golden age of Gae-

lic

¬

literature which dates from the sev ¬

enth century

SJSPsasaH-S-S- x sPi
u3EaiixaBBBBBa1aVS4 5 y
rL3lraBssssL7 - w

ranEFvSSJlaHiiSFisflEfetah

BaiHaHaaiiiieBHaaiaflBQaBiSaeaivaV

Dr IMchnrd Ilenclirny

The originator ot this plan is Mrs Aaron
Moreley Wilcox Mrs Wilcox has been
permanently connected with the kinder
garten school movement In this country
and Is a lady of broad Ideas and large
culture She has interested herself In tne
movement known as the Celtic Revival
in its relation to church histor and her
plan for a museum devoted to ancient Cel-

tic
¬

art together with a librar of theTnl
most unknown national literature aUJi
land Is meeting with the enthusiastic ap-

probation
¬

and support of Celtic scholars
throughout the country The object of the
museum will be to promote In the United
States the results of the movement vjhcji
has been stvled In Europe by some savants

The Celtic Revival and bySuhersThe
Gaelic Renaissance which originating In
Europe during the latter part of this cen-

tury
¬

has already produced marvelous de-

velopments

¬

The Celtic language Is now studied In

the various universities on the Continent
of Ejrope as well as in some of those In
Ireland and England but the Catholic Uni-

versity
¬

at Washington is the only Insti-

tution

¬

of learning In the United States
which has an endowed chair and able pro-

fessors
¬

In this branch of research Hence
It Is that the proposed movement which
is thoroughl non sectarian seeks to es ¬

tablish itself in connection with the uni-

versity
¬

which already possesses several
reproductions of ancient Irish manuscripts
The only collection of Celtic antiquities
of any note In the country Is in the posses ¬

sion of the Smithsonian Institution This
however relates onl to the stone age

and comprises hatchets arrow heads

hammers stone rings etc These have all

been presented b private individuals the
Smithsonian Institution never having Itself
conducted any special Investigations In

Irish antiquities
The plan formulated by Mrs Wilcox for

the awakening of popular interest In the
subject of a Celtic library and muEeumis by
the establishment of an organization called
the Celtic Memorial Society of which all
persons desiring to promote the study of
the art and literature of ancient Ireland
may become members Many Irish socie-

ties
¬

in this city and throughout the entire
country have signified their intention of
Joining the new I -- formed organization

V Lm

HBtMaFi

Dr llelnrleh Zlmtiter

The future plan6 of the society said
Mrs Wilcox to a Times reporter Inclut
the sending of a person to Europe who3u
learning and discrimination will fit him
for selecting the most valuable and char-
acteristic

¬

manuscripts and objects of art
and to have these photographed or repro-
duced

¬

for the museum This person would
alto be appointed to act as foreign secrc
tar of the Celtic Memorial Society and
I have not the slightest doubt from assur-
ances

¬

I have received that the interest In

the British Isles and on the Continent of
Europe where the Celtic movement has
been steadily growing for the last decade
would speedily make the society thorough-
ly

¬

cosmopolitan In Its scope It is of
course in Ireland England and the con-

tinental
¬

countries of Europe that the
original matter is to be found but the ob ¬

ject of the society will be to arrange and
classlf the whole as It exists in the vari-
ous

¬

individual collections and thus ob-

tain
¬

through reproductions for the muse
um what will be the first complete object
lesson of the successive stages of ancient
Celtic art and literature

Mrs Wil ox desires the establishment of
the library and museum In connection with
the Catholic University not only beeau u
there is already a chair of Gaelic- - In that
Institution but because the central posi-
tion

¬

of the university would render the
proposed advantages easily available to
scholars throughout the country

Dr Klchard Henebray professor of
Gaelic at the Catholic University says

That such a work will be productive

of the most valuable resulrs I think no enc
can doubt Late finds Char nave been made
In Ireland go to prove he trustworthi ¬

ness of that most wonuerful chronclc of
pre historic Europe called In Gaelic the
Iebar Gabhala which written shortly af ¬

ter the introduction of Christianity into
the courtry purposes to give a history of
its peoples fiom the time of the Deluge

Tho valuable collections of antlqJlties
and manuscripts to be found in Dublin es-

pecial
¬

that of the Royal Irish Academy
vbich contains the later finds as well as
the articles of gold In cine llritlsh Museum
Illustrative of the early history of Britain
the most of which are Irish could be re-

produced
¬

in the case of the metal obje ts
by electrotype while the more valuable
manuscripts arc now issued in

copies by the academy in Dub la at
a comparatively small eos In fact a 1 tbese
rragnlficent collections could be repro-
duced

¬

classified and arranged without in
volving an very great measure of expense
and the educational value of such a work
would undoubtedl be Incalculable No re
productions have as yet been made 01

those precious examples of early Gaelic
contained in the manuscripts written by
St Columbanus and his disciples and car-
ried

¬

abroad to the Continent of Europe
during the eighth and ninth centuries
These arc now to be found scattered among
the libraries of France Germany Switzer-
land

¬

and Italy Although written origi-
nally

¬

In Latin in the cursive Roman hand
of the fifth century their margins arc for
the most part covered with exhaustive and
volumlLoui Gaelic glosses poems etc
Among the most noteworthy of these Is a
copy of Prlcians Grammar in the library
of St Gail St lauls Epistles in the Uni ¬

versity of Wurzburg and a commentary on
the psalms of David by Columbanus now
in the Ambrosian Library Milan

The glosses on the last named work a e
so extensive and voluminous tint accosd- -
ing to Dr Whitley a very complete gram
mar and dictionary could be complied iro n
them alone Dating from the period of
these manuscripts to the close of the fif ¬

teenth century there exists an almost un-

developed
¬

literature the productions of
which are In many Instances among the
finest monuments of human genius It has
only been during the latter part of this
centur that Gaelic literature and art have
engaged the atteutlon of the world and
the former begun to be translated into
English aad other modern languages
rortions of the Lebar Gabhala or Book
of Conquests especially those relating to
the legendary history of Greece and Romo

the destruction of Troy the wandering
of Ulysses the storj of the Aencid tte
life of Alexander the Great etc have ap-

peared
¬

in English translation This work
was compiled by the bards or learned men
after the Introduction into the country ot
Christian by St Patrick and is prob-
ably

¬

the greatest antiquarian enigma In
existence

Ireland the llilet Nntlon
If the statements It contains are true

Ireland is the oldest nation in Europe
and its history is perfect and complete
from the daS of Noah In no ther docu-

ment

¬

are pre historic times recorded with
such ppearance of authenticity and truth
In addition to the portions mentioned of
this great work poems tales etc trans-
lated

¬

from the ancient Gaelic have ap-

peared

¬

from time to Umo This literature
dating as it does from a period when the
greater part of EuroRS vvjs In a state of
barbarism is In some respects the most
polished that the world has ever known
The lyric poetry especially Is receiving
the attention nf noets of the urcatnt dav
as it exhibits most delicate and elaborate
methods of versification and Is exemplified
in some 01 itie laiesi ufeiisu im uu
tably In portions of Tenn sons In Me
moriam

The chal- - of Gaelic of the Catholic Uni
versity was endowed by the Ancient Order
of Hibernians and its work as carried on
by D Snaban the firsts Incumbent and his
successor Dr Henebray has acquired an
International reputation Dr Henebray
was born in 1836 at Mt Dolton County
Waterford Ireland He studied at St Johns
College Waterford and afterward at St
Patricks College Mavnooth He was or-

dained
¬

to the priesthood in 1892 He went
to England where he resided some ears
studing under the celebrated philologist
Dr Strieker at Manchester College and
graduating there as professor of Sanscrit
and old Irish He afterwards went to Ger-
man

¬

and studied at the Universities of
Frlcsbourg and Baden having for his mas-
ter

¬

at the latter place the great Tomnev
san He journecd to Grlfswlld In the
duchy of Pommerln on the Baltic where he
studied under Dr Helnrich Ziramer with
whom he now regularl corresponds In the
Irsh language Dr Henebray made his
doctors examination in August 1S9S his
dissertation on that occasion having for its
subject the Phonology of Dcsi Irish He
came to this countr to take up his work
in the Catholic Unlyersltj in October
1S9S

ALIEW INDIANS IN MONTANA

HeilMklns A ho CrONtteu1 the llonler
After the Kiel Ilehellloli

From loret and Stream

At the collapse of the so called Illcl
rebellion a large number of half breeds
wbo had presumably been concerned in it
fled across the border from the North-
west

¬

territories and settled in Montana
At the same time a number of Crec In-

dians
¬

made a similar migration All these
people have since resided In Montana
although on one or two occasions United
States troops at the request of the Indian
Bureau have gathered up the Indians
taken them to the boundary line and
thrust them across into Canada But as
oon as the troops moved away the In-

dians
¬

returned to the places along the
Missouri and Milk Rivers where they
have been accustomed to live

Many of the Cree half breeds settled in
the Judith Basin where some of them
have done well as farmers and stock
raisers Others however spend their
whole time hunting and trapping de-

stroying
¬

game fur and fish at alt sea ¬

sons without regard to the law of the
land of which they are presumably igno-
rant

¬

It will be remembered that two or
three years since these half breeds got in
among a little bunch of buffalo which
still ranged in the neighborhood of the
Dry Fork of the Missouri and killed
about sixteen of them which was per
baps more than half of the herd We be-

lieve
¬

that no steps were taken at the time
to punish them for this though there was
talk of sending out troops to capture
them y

During last auturnnj these half breeds
have been hunting as usilal and as usual
In violation of theHaWijand since their
methods are so wcllrknTi It would cer-
tainly

¬

seem worth the while of the au-

thorities
¬

of Montanatotake steps to put
an end to this abuse Avery few convic-
tions

¬

would do thi It must be under-
stood

¬

that these half breeds have no hunt ¬

ing rights in Montana or anywhere else
beyond those possessed b the ordinary
white citizens of the State Their ase
Is not like that of certain tribes of Utes
in Colorado or certain Bannocks and
Snakes in Idaho and Wyoming to which
the United States long ago guaranteed for ¬

ever the right to hunt oh the unoccupied
lands of the United States On the eon
trar these half breeds are Immigrants
real outlanderb and should be held to a
strict accountabillt to the law

This law provides that ever person who
wilfully hunts chases or runs with dogs
an buffalo moose elk deer antelop
Rok Mountain goat or mountain sheep
shall be punlbhable Now all through the
autumn of 1893 the Canadian half breeds
have been hunting in the Missouri River
Vnllev below the mouth of Arrow Creek
running white tailed deer with dogs and
Killing mauy ui w w tj tu
son to believe that they are doing this
today and that they will continue to do
it until the spring for the pay no regard
10 times or seasons as established b
game laws

Montana game hRB already become so
nnA feat what Is left ouKht to be rro--

tected It Is probable that the rounding
up by tl-- proper authorities of the few

of there half breeds will have a wonderful
I effect on the Montana game supply within

the next feA years

HIS PETITION

f irsKffarvisLmpsx

It was not a pretty story but it was
more It was fraught with that primi-
tive

¬

ruggedness one gets an Impression
of along with cutting prairie winds buck-
ing

¬

broncos the crack ot revolver the
whiz of a bullet -

The fellows name was Thompson and
he could handle a bunch of steers with thd
best of them but there was an air of met
roFolitanism about him that assorted ill
with his s irroundlngs And although he
drank harder swore better and went
rougher than any man of them he had
never been able to live down his nickname
of East Side Thompson Under tho In-
fluence

¬

of rolling prairies the boundless
sweep of cloud and sby an Intimacy with
the elements and reliance upon nothing but
his own wit and courage a man grows
to be a strong sagacious vital creature
so different from our circumscribed Ideas
of a man that for want of a better term we
call him a con puncher

The Three X outfit of cow punchers had
been on the trail more than a month and
according to all precedent and reason the
rains should have set in weeks before but
they had not The grass that had sprung
up with the first early showers had seared
and died before the next rain came to keep
It alive The shallow sluggish little
streams of brackish water that crawled
along the bottom of their beds which the
year before had been swollen beyond their
banks finally gave gave out utterly In
every direction the white alkali plains
glistened awa to the meeting line of the
sk in an Infinitude ot Isolation The
oldest Inhabitant in all that country round
could not recall a winter that equaled this
In drness

Howbelt Nevada was then a new State
and the population migratory Wilson the
boss of the outfit had hoped to get out of
the sagebrush country and strike the Cali-
fornia

¬

line somewhere above Bodie by the
end of the first month out but there was
no rain no water and the plains lay In
open cracks Day after day the sun arose
smiled down upon the parched little bunch
of men and cattle fourteen long hours as
he sailed across the cloudless sky se ¬

renely unconscious of the maledictions
hurled against him while the bare burn
ing prairie stared back in unblinking defi-

ance
¬

There were gorgeous sunsets every
evening moments when the great fiery
ball seemed almost to stand still to give
a long backward glance befor dropping
out of sight and with a Midas touch turn
all the world to molten gold But to the
plaed out cow puncher sunset means
nothing but bedtime bedtime after a hard
parched hopeless da Thero were clear
chaste moonlight nights of wondrous ra ¬

diance 00 but the moon was seen only
In the early morning when they rose to
anotrerday more hard more parched
hopeless The cattle mere anatomical
charts by this time went staggering about
In crazy circles too weak to need watching
the three Xs on their flanks reduced to
half the original size by the shriveling of
the hide or fell heavily to the earth to
rise again after many seasons of sun and
shower as prairie flowers and salt grass
Their bellowing was 1 educed to a moan
almost human in its misery for the one
voice common to all created things animal
or human lsjhe voice of suffering

The Mlssourlan a great hulking young
fellow was first of the men to show signs
of weakening That is the most terrible
moment in all like experiences when the
men who have held on grimly and endure 1

together see one of their number losing his
grip This had been an Ill assorted outfit
when thejc parted out with the cattle
across the plains but standing together
shoulder t tnoirlder defying death against
fearful odds knits a man deeply Into the
life hi hii felfow Among these men there
was no spojeen sympathy no overt act cf
kindness but in their very sullenne3s was
that grimmest of all sacrifices each man
enduring in stoic silence in order that he
might not intrude his own sufferings upon
his already overcrowded neighbor The
clinching of the lips to suppress a groan
when one Is thirst maddened may require
more heroism than facing a cannon with
flags flying and drums beating Inasmuch
as he that ruleth his pwn spirit is great-
er

¬

than he that taketh a city
At last oneiday thcMissourian gave out

utterly He was not of the cowboy build
In tne ffrsl plate but hls splendid horse-
manship

¬

and enthusiasm bad Induced Wil-
son

¬

the boss or Yankee Bill as he
was called to take him on In his delir-
ium

¬

he lay and cried for water day and
night He blubbered and begged for wa-

ter
¬

and called uporithe names of those
he had known in his childhood Every man
went about his own business which was
largely the formulating of fervent and elo-
quent

¬

oaths anent the heat the drouth
and the delay and apparently no one heard
his cries Water was the one thing he
wanted and the one thing they could not
get so after they had put his boots under
his head to make him comfortable they
let him alone Under ordinary circum-
stances

¬

a Mlssourian more or less wa3 of
no great consequence to Yankee Bill but
this break in the ranks shattered the last
vestige of hope Whatever may have been
done after that In the effort to keep up
their pirits was mere bravado for each
man foresaw the end

The Mlssourian had been a quiet sort in
he camp and no one had ever heard him

talk much but now he talked Incessantly
in the soft thick drawl of the South And
alwajs ot home scenes of the memories
of bohood that whetted the edge of their
torture till It was beond all enduring
Now he was fishing along some stream and
swearing in rourd terms at some fathead
nigger for scaring the fish now he was
in school struggling with some problem
he could never solve beyond carry sev-

en
¬

Alwas coherent enough to call up
memories In their own minds of a youth
misspent for the most part They would
not move further awa because they were
camped under the only shade in sight
They thought of dragging him off beyond
earshot but while everyone would have
been glad to hive it done no man could
do it himself Their horny hands had
grown gentle In their ministering touches

Escape was long since out of the ques-
tion

¬

for the horses were worse oft than
the men not one of them could carry a
saddle much less a rider Each man -- J

saved a last charge In his revolver know-
ing

¬

that that perhaps would be their only
deliverance from a death too horrible to
name All but East Side who when a
decision had to be made between himself
and his horse had led her out behind a
little acclivity and put his last charge
through her game little heart Now he
must make his exit in some other way If
he would let his disembodied spirit pass
on unencumbered b a sun parched frame
The knife he carried In his boot was a
miserable hack of a thing fit only for
shaving tobacco or chunking bacon He
felt a momentary regret as he ran his fin-

gers
¬

along its Jagged edge3 that a man
with his record should be obliged to make
his end wit a so mean a weapon The big
Swede i J a moment of madness had rais-
ed

¬

his plntol s if It had been a jug say-
ing

¬

Waal boS herefa to a wetter coun-
tr

¬

But he had not shot The cold Iron
seem to cool the rashness ot his brain and
the mirage of hope lured them on a day
further

After the second day the Mlssourians
talk began to grow less his raving subsid-
ed

¬

into a weak Incoherent babbling at
last it censed altogether and he lay star-
ing

¬

wide eed Into the relentless sky As
they had done ever thing else they did
this silently stoically A shallow bed was
scooped out and the canvas taken off the
wagon for a winding sheet When the
broken circle closed in around the open
grave the boss cleared his throat and said

Bos before we go any further some
one must make a praer sabe

They sabed but although ever mans
soul might be consumed with a voiceless
cr to some power above himself for the
repose of the departed soul and release
from a like fate they were all dumb when
confronted with the thought of taking the
name of God reverently Instinctive the
turned to East Side

Its your lead East Side they said
And East Side groping blindly back ¬

ward toward the memories of his youth
tried to recall something of religious Im-

port
¬

Slowly through his desiccated brain
percolated a line from a church hymn
Trom Greenlands Icy Mountains but

although the thought was pleasant In this

burning d sert the words were not to tho
point besides that was all he knew of It
He shook his head sorrowfully In the be ¬

ginning he thought he had struck the
right lead there In the beginning God

created But again he was stuck and
could go no further

Lead up East Side hey urged
Then the light broke The backward grop ¬

ing had brought him down to the days of
his childhood to the words his grandfather
had been won to say as with bowed heads
the family to the third and fourth genera ¬

tions was gathered around his table on
Thanksgiving Day So under the burnlug
sun whose onl shadow was cast by the
flocks of carrion birds that circled above
the remnant of the outfit they stood over
the grave of their dead companion waiting
for a like fate or death by their own
hands to be torn by coyotes perhaps be-

fore
¬

the breath was out of their bodies
the six gaunt men with bowed uncovered
heads while East Side pronounced in

r solemn tones
Oh Lord for what we are about to re-

ceive
¬

make us devoutly thankful Amen
A praer was a prayer to East Side

Anything that began with Lord In revsr
ent terms and ended with amen was a
prayer His grandfather had been a godly
man and he had said it therefore it was
appropriate on this occasion The effect
was the same upon the others for the
words smacked of the phraseology of the
wandering exhorters they had beard

After the passing of the --Mlssourian there
was even less to do the men were more
taciturn with each other but there was no
tfceablv less orofanity among them pos- -
slbly because they harbored their strength
more Jealously and tne exertion was un-

necessary
¬

or because their mouths were
too dry to articulate many words It
was now six weeks since they had set out
across the sink expecting to get tho
cattle off their hands and have a little

time In the clt before starting back to
the camp but the wild eyed sorry looking
things seemed unpromising enough now
even for a glue factory

As East Side lay on the ground looking
up through the holes in his hat they stood
upright and walked no more than was ab-

solutely
¬

necessary for that required an ex-

penditure
¬

of strength lazily watching the
flocks of birds thrft swooped and poised
In the air above him he discovered or
thought he did that they cast a shadow
against the sk a tiny grey shadow that
he watched for the utter lack of anything
else to watch When the birds flew lower
the shadow seemed to grow larger but
when finally they flew away there was still
the shadow larger and darker With a
wild whoop he sprang to his feet forget
ting the value of harboring his strength
as he grasped the Import of that shadow
It was a cloud Every man sprang up at
that tiny speck and went to work with
white face and unsteady hands The speck
grew larger and the men worked harder
every hole or trough that led to the basin
was cleared for action so that not one pre-
cious

¬

drop might be lost Their words were
few but kindly as tbey scraped away with
one eye on the ground and the other on the
cloud slowly but unmistakably growing
larger and coming their way

During the night those sun scorched
dreamers dreamed of moist winds and rain
clouds foregathering over the moon then
of rain drops pattering gently lintf tbey
made a soaking downpour But thiy bad
often dreamed that dreamed it whei their
parched tongues bung out of their noutha
and cracked for dryness By this time
they had grown wary Even In their sleep
they were on their guard and not to be
beguiled into believing

When at last in the early morning-- the
rain did come with the first pattering
drops every man forgot everything In the
world but the all consuming passion to
slake his burning thirst until their hats
had caught enough to drain they sucked
their shirt sleeves Then because his own
need for that last charge was no onger
Imperative the outfit boss drew a bead on
the likeliest animal in the herd and they
feasted royally Joyously uproariously on
steak and water And in the exuberance
of their glee no one noticed that for con-

venience
¬

they had chosen the mound that
covered the Mlssourian for their table

After the feast every man lay down In
his trench which was cow filled with wa-

ter
¬

and soaked Eoaked through
to the marrow rousing himself
only to drain his hat then fall-
ing

¬

back and soaking more And when
after twenty four hours of soaking they
got up out of their trenches each water-
logged

¬

man was a firm believer in the cfil
cacy of prayer The Argonaut- -

A HOMANCE OF SLAVERY

Suit of mi Old Jegro Woman for Her
A icliwa RlKlltH

From the Philadelphia Times

When the cause of Jane Redmond vs
Prances Redmond and her children shall
come up for adjudication In the civil
courts of St Louis there will be unfolded
a queer story It is rich in recollection of
slavery days in the South and the essen-

tial
¬

elements of romance
Jane Redmond is a ncgress one of

those quaint Southern mammies to pic-

ture
¬

whom has been the vain and tantaliz-
ing

¬

effort of plaw right and novelist alike

but of the modern kind which is not in- -
vested with that charm whlch slavery and
Its customs threw about the black chat-

tels
¬

of that time The one is sixty ears
old the other ten years her junior

Jane Redmond asserts that she is the
widow-- of John Henr Redmond Frances
Redmond says she is John Henry Red-

monds
¬

widow and produces as proof a
marriage certificate and four children
the youngest of them nearly grown Jane
Redmond produces like proof save that
she has only two children

There Is no record of divorce and the
bone of contention is property fronting
188 feet on Macklind Avenue and 300 feet
on Northrop Avenue Inthe western part
of the city It Is worth perhaps 4 000

Prances Redmond is1 possessed of It by
virtue of a will written with lead pencil
by John Henry Redmond

John Henry Redmond was a slave His
master was Col A II Miller one of the
wealthiest planters in Rankin county
nisi eo was Jane bis wife one of Colonel
Millers chattels and the were married
b a minister of the Gospel after having
sued for and obtained Colonel Millers
consent

Toward the close of the war Colonel Mil-

ler
¬

sent John Henry Ttedraond over into
Alabama for the purpose of carrying some
money to a friend for afe keeping Red ¬

mond delivered the money but insread of
returning he made his way to the Tederal
lines finall reaching St Louis where he
settled

Late in the sixties he wooed and won
Frances the woman who now calls t erself
Frances Redmond Several years ago
Hezekiah Redmond came to St Loins from
Mlsisslppl He was a son of Jane Red-

mond
¬

and he had often heard his mother
tell him that his father was John Henry
Redmond who had deserted her and their
master just before Lee gave up his Sftord
to Grant She supposed he was dead

But before Hezekiah had been in St
Louis long he heard of the death of a John
Henr Redmond and ns if by intuition
he suspected that this same Redmond was

his father Wrought up to a high pitch

of excitement he began an investigation

which resulted in conclusive cv dence that
his suspicions were true He visited

Frances Redmond and she unsuspecting
the Identity of her caller showed him the
will which John Henry Redmond had left

Immediately Hezekiah concluded to ap-

peal

¬

to the courts One morning about a
month ago Hezekiah hat in hand ffp

proached O J Mudd Mr Mudd became
sufficiently Interested to write some let-

ters
¬

to Mississippi and Alabama and the
replies to these confirmed even to the
smallest detail all that Hezekiah had as-

serted
¬

A HeuiurUnhle Clft
From the Hartford Timci

Mrs F E Ituttle has offered the New iork
public library 1 remarkable gilt It eniM of
1 am menu each from a different hoU or a

taurant bhe has collected mo t o them h rself
and some au Ironi Hungary Qnna Japan and
Rtmia Mr Uni- t- fliplafea that the menus
are to 1 kept ealcd until 1850 as it ll her
deJre that the coinine generations may see what

their aneelort ate

SAVED AT DEATHS GATS1

Few Motif ru Instances of Reprieved

at the Scaffold

The Iteeent Cuse In Cretiin In V

Conilemneil Man Heenlletl to n rT
Jise of Life While FnelnR the
Xooiie Trncle Ciniiedr That AV

Once lnnrtrtl In the Cnpltnt City

The recent reprieve ot a negro condem
ned to be hanged at Gretna-- La for felo-

nious
¬

assault when the condemned man
already pinioned bad ascended the scat
fold brings to mind the fact that snatch¬

ing a man from the very Jaws of an sno
minious death is something that now is
rarely beard of These grewsome ro ¬

mances of the gallows tree have frequently
happened In days long gone when tho
machinery of laws hasty trials and sen¬

tences to early death were In vogue
In modern tin res reprieves when preach ¬

ers are giving their final consolations to
trembling penitents when the legal exe-

cutioner
¬

pallid himself in the presence ot
the stern duty forced upon him and his as-

sistants
¬

holds the condemned man ready to
cover his face with the black cap that will
shut out the light cf the suns brightness
from bis face forevermore are a rarity A
week before the date of execution twenty
four hours before the time set for tho
death of a condemned roan even on the
very morning of the day fixed for the ex-
piation

¬

of crime reprieves that have been
hoped for prayed for and in many cased
confidently expected have reached the jail-
ors

¬

and given many miserable wretches
fresh leases of me but the arrival ot an
order to stop proceedings when the offend ¬

ers foot ir literally on the scaffold re-

prieve
¬

is hardly to be thought of In tho
vaguestdream than can permeate the vis-
ion

¬

of humanity
A man who was recently the central fig ¬

ure of just such a scene as this is Samuel
Wright a negro who was to hzvc been
banged at Gretna La The time set for
his execution was between noon and 2
oclock On the morning of ths day fixed for
his death a priest of the Catholic Church
administered to him the last sacraments
and sisters from the convent ot Perpetual
Adoration earnestly engaged In prajer with
him A few minutes after 1 oclock Wright
was conducted up the steps ot the scaf ¬

fold by two deputy sheriffs
A prcS3 despatch describes the scene as

follows
The sky was overcast by dull leaden

clouds and there was a alight drizzle fall-
ing

¬

Wrights face almost as black as tho
Prince Albert coat he wore bad In it a
tinge of dirty grey which indicated his
Intense emotion As be approached the
centre of the scaffold the hanging ncose
struck his forehead and he lifted his head
to look at the object the soft rain falllnz
on his face His lips parted In wbarmost
of the spectators thought was a smile but
which was more likely a grin produced by
muscular contraction from the frightful sit-
uation

¬

in which be stood His wrists were
handcuffed when he came on the scaffold
and when he was led to the trap a deputy
began to pinion bis legs with rope The
executioner stood In a cell near the self
fold clad in a flowing black robe and
his face and head hooded His cue to
rome upon the scene was to have been a
tap on the window by the sheriff But
this hideous figure which alwas brings a
chill to the stoutest heart and a feeling of
nausea to the healthiest stomach never
appeared on the platform

The sheriff stood with his finger poised
to tap the window and bring on the seenn
this abhorent figure which seemed to be
long to some medieval inquisition or venm
when a deputy sheriff ran up the steps of
the scaffold with a paper in his
hands He was too breathless to
speak and one of the deputy sher-
iffs

¬

who bad an idea of his buslnnss
motioned him away Another deputy wbo
seemed to have some indistinct inkling of
the marshalV ission pointed to the sher-
iff

¬

The deputy still unable to speak ran
down the steps and handed the papers to
the sheriff

Bring the prisoner down said tho
aherlff after glancing at the papers--

Brlng him down asked a deputy In
surprise

Tes responded the sheriff
The deputies loosened the band3 about

the negros legs and the condemned man
for the first time since he had ascended
the scaffold seemed to have some Idea of
his surroundings A long deep breath of
relief escaped from his open Hp3 whlcb
took on less rigid curves and the grin
bore a much closer resemblance tc a smile
Wright was immediately taken back to
Jail where he was a long time In what
seemed a sml conscious state

This was a scene that can never be for-
gotten

¬

by those who weie present at Its
occurrence The reprieve that favored tha
condemned was granted upon an appeal
for a stay of execution hardly an hour be¬

fore the time fixed for bis death
Cases have often happened when the ap-

pearance
¬

of a man with the wild gesticula ¬

tions of a maniac or a fast rldlng horse-

man
¬

In the vicinity of Jail yards has given
a pulsation of hope to the man about tc
be led to his doom that interposition In his
favor has happend and In many instances
have proven true

Rarely has the hope had true foundation
In civil executions though In the carrying
out of death sentences by courts martial
they have not been infrequent

With all their solemnity sometimes
there Is a ludicrous aspect on such occa-

sions
¬

Not very many years ago a man In
this city was scntt-i-ce- a to die In the old
Jail yard which stood partly on the site
where the Pension Office now Is Every ¬

thing was in readiness for the performance
of the tragedy required by the law Those
entitled to be present at the hangirg were
in their places and as the Jail officials were
about to lead the condemned man Into the
prison enclosure to meet his fate a loud
rapping was heard at the Jail yard gate and
a man wa seen wildly waving a paper
over his head A reprieve a reprieve
was on every mans lips The excited man
was promptl admitted and presented hl3
paper to the marshal In charge of the sol-

emn

¬

proceedings It was a permit from
the Attorney Generals office allowing the
bearer to be present at the execution

Fim CLAD NGHTHRS

KiiKlIsh -- oliliers Clotlilnir In the Crl- -
menn Unr

rrom the London Dally Mail

During the terrible struggle in Russia In
1S54 6 our troops were clad In cotly furs
to preserv e them from the rigors of a Rus-

sian
¬

winter The coats of the officers were
made of a fine brovn fur cut in the welt
known military shape of the time Tha
coats and cloaks for the men were not ot
so fine a quality but were nevertheless
of a good substantial make and vcr-- fur¬

thermore supplied with waterproof shoul-
der

¬

covering
Both officers and men alike wore very

strong overalls of cowhide and It Is on
record that one city firm alone secured a
contract to supply 30000 suits of this ma-

terial
¬

for the men and 10000 more for of-

ficers
¬

A noted furrier made no fewer than
30 000 pairs of large fur gloves to compieto
a single order

Those regiments which did not wear
bearskins as did the Guards were sup-

plied
¬

with a sealskin headdress an exact
copy of that worn by Arctic explorers
This cap was prononunced to be both
warm and easy to wear and vvas a boon to
many poor fellows who otherwise must
have suffered terribly from frostbite

Whatever mav have been the mistakes
of that war there was no stinginess pn
the part of tho Government in providing
the soldiers with warm clothing as is evi-
denced

¬

by the fact that one consignment
of stores included 2D00C0 pairs of gloves
200000 pairs of lambs wool stockings
same 50 000 flannel gowns for the hospitals
and 6A 000 greatcoats for wear over tha
others

s


